
FAQ – Flying Without an Aerodrome Operations O8icer at Ganderkesee Aerodrome 
(EDWQ) 

Ganderkesee Aerodrome has received approval from the Lower Saxony State Authority 
for Road Construction and Transport, Department 4, to conduct flight operations 
without an aerodrome operations oCicer. 

With the publication of the Aerodrome Regulations (version dated 01 July 2025), 
operations were oCicially changed accordingly. 

For you as pilots, basically not much will change, except that there will no longer always 
be someone responding to your radio calls. We understand that this may feel unusual at 
first and would therefore like to address a few points in this document. 

In the FBO, you will find the corresponding changes regarding flying without an 
aerodrome operations oCicer from Section 7 onwards. 

Below you will find the most important information for safe and smooth flight 
operations. 

If your topic is not listed, you can contact us at any time by email: tower@edwq.de 

At the end of this FAQ, we have also included an AOPA handout, which is intended to 
provide additional guidance. 

Important: 

• Safety comes first 

• Communicate clearly and unambiguously 

• Only carry out aircraft movements when you are convinced that it is safe. 

REACT! 

R – Radio = Communicate clearly and listen carefully 

E – Eyes = Keep a good lookout 

A – Announce = Report your position and intentions 

C – Courtesy = Be considerate of others 

T – Tra8ic Pattern = Follow the published procedures. 
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Extract from the Aerodrome Regulations 

7 Procedures for “Flying Without an Aerodrome Operations O8icer” 

7.1 Procedures 

(1) 
Ganderkesee Aerodrome has oCicial approval to conduct flight operations without an 
aerodrome operations oCicer. 

(2) 
Outside the aerodrome operations oCicer hours specified in the AIP, the aerodrome is to 
be regarded as operating without an aerodrome operations oCicer (FOB). In this case, 
the corresponding FOB procedures shall be applied. 

(3) 
If no aerodrome operations oCicer responds by radio during the published aerodrome 
operations oCicer hours, the FOB procedures shall also apply. 

(4) 
The operational readiness of the aerodrome is checked regularly, depending on the 
volume of air traCic. 

7.2 Arrivals / Departures 

(1) 
Outside aerodrome operations oCicer hours, the pilot is responsible for ensuring that 
the runway is in proper condition. 

(2) 
Position reports shall be transmitted as blind calls. 

(3) 
During continuous circuit operations – for example for training purposes – pilots shall 
regularly alternate between the northern and southern traCic circuits in order to 
minimise noise exposure. 

(4) 
As a general rule, the traCic circuit shall be joined via one of the downwind legs. 

 



7.3 Aircraft Parking 

(1) 
Aircraft may only be parked in the designated parking areas. Aircraft shall be parked in a 
space-saving manner and must not create obstacles for other aircraft. 

(2) 
When parking in front of the restaurant/hotel, the aircraft shall be pushed into the 
parking position without engine power. 

(3) 
The pilot is liable for any damage caused by parking the aircraft. 

(4) 
The area around the fuel station shall be kept clear at all times. 

7.4 Refuelling 

(1) 
Outside aerodrome operations oCicer hours, the fuel station may only be used by 
holders of an aerodrome fuel card. This can be requested by email at tower@edwq.de. 

7.5 Landing Reports 

(1) 
Landing reports shall be submitted within 12 hours after landing. 

(2) 
The available options for submitting a landing report can be found on the website 
www.edwq.de. 

7.6 Landing Fees 

(1) 
The available options for paying landing fees can be found on the website www.edwq.de. 

7.7 Sanctions for Violations 

(1) 
In the event of a late or missing landing report, an additional fee will be charged in 
accordance with the applicable fee schedule. 

(2) 
An additional fee in accordance with the applicable fee schedule will also be charged if 
the landing fee has not been paid. 
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7.8 Parachuting Operations 

(1) 
Before an arrival/departure, the pilot shall obtain information about the current status of 
the drop zone. 

(2) 
Parachuting operations shall only take place in the presence of an aerodrome 
operations oCicer. 

(3) 
Outside the published aerodrome operations oCicer hours, and during periods of low 
traCic volume, the designated parachuting operations supervisor may assume the 
function of the aerodrome operations oCicer. 

 

 



A – General, Arrivals & Parking 

• Arrivals and departures: 
Shall be conducted exclusively via the published traCic circuits, which must be 
followed precisely. Please pay particular attention to noise-sensitive built-up 
areas. 

Join via the downwind legs of the respective traCic circuit. 

• Registration / Deregistration: 
Flights do not have to be separately registered or deregistered. 

• Aircraft parking: 
Permitted only in designated areas behind the red line. TraCic routes shall be kept 
clear at all times. In front of the restaurant, please push aircraft backwards into 
the parking positions without engine power. 

B – Operating Hours, Fire Protection & Operational Safety 

• Operating hours: 
Please refer to the AIP and our website. Additional closures will be published by 
NOTAM. 

• Fire protection: 

o Firefighting and rescue equipment is available at all times in accordance 
with the applicable concept. 

o Fire protection category 1 (BSK1) is provided during aerodrome operations 
oCicer hours. 

o Outside these hours, BSK1 as well as BSK2/3 are available only with PPR. 

• Aerodrome operations o8icer hours: 

o Aerodrome operations oCicers are on duty during the week as well as on 
weekends. 

Please refer to the website or AIP for the current hours. 

o An aerodrome operations oCicer is present during parachuting operations. 

• Operational safety: 
Every pilot must ensure the condition of the aircraft operating areas before take-
oC and landing. 

• Runway in use: 
The take-oC/landing direction is selected by the pilots based on wind conditions 
and in coordination with other air traCic. 

 



C – Calls & Radio Reports 

• Standard position reports in the traCic circuit are mandatory. 

• On the ground, taxi reports should be made sparingly or only when necessary in 
order to provide all pilots with situational awareness. 

• Radio transmissions that do not contribute to an understanding of the traCic 
situation should be avoided. 

D – Drones / UAS / Model Aircraft 

• The operation of drones or model aircraft at the aerodrome is permitted only with 
prior approval. 

E – Familiarisation 

• Special familiarisation for flying without an aerodrome operations oCicer is not 
required. 

• If you are interested in training, please contact our flight school. 

F – Radio, Flight Plans & Parachuting Operations 

• Radio: Communication is conducted in German or English on the Ganderkesee 
Radio frequency. 

o If the aerodrome operations oCice is not staCed, no one will respond. In 
this case, blind-call procedures apply. 

o Example: “Ganderkesee Radio, D-GAAG, right base runway 08, 
Ganderkesee.” 

• Flight plans: 
Must be opened or closed independently by the pilots. 

• Parachuting operations: 
Please expect intensive parachuting activity at any time and comply with the 
corresponding procedures. (Especially on weekends in good weather) 

 



G – Visitors & Fees 

• Visitors: 
Visiting pilots are very welcome – including when no aerodrome operations 
oCicer is present. 

• Fees: 
Landing fees and lighting fees can be paid by: 

o Invoice (only by prior arrangement) 

o AeroPS 

o Cash via the FOB box next to the tower 

H – Liability & Hangar 

• The aerodrome operator is responsible for maintaining the aerodrome in an 
operationally safe condition; responsibility for the conduct of the flight rests with 
the pilot. 

• The use of aids (e.g. ladders) is at your own risk. 

• Hangar spaces can be requested by email (tower@edwq.de). 

I – Information 

• Current information can be found on our website: www.flugplatz-ganderkesee.de 

• Urgent information will be published by NOTAM and on our website. 

K – Fuels 

• Without an aerodrome operations oCicer, refuelling is only possible with a 
customer card. 

• Customer cards can be requested at tower@edwq.de. 

• Exceptions are possible by prior arrangement. 

 

mailto:tower@edwq.de
http://www.flugplatz-ganderkesee.de/
mailto:tower@edwq.de


L – Landing Reports, Landing Fees & Noise Abatement 

• Landing reports can be submitted: 

o by email (tower@edwq.de) 

o via the computer in the FOB box at the tower 

o by envelope in the FOB box at the tower 

o (in future also via app) 

• Landing fees: 
Amounts are specified in the fee schedule on our website. 

• Noise abatement: 
Please follow the traCic circuits precisely and, during continuous circuit 
operations, vary them where possible. See AIP for restrictions. 

N – Night Flying 

• Night flying is also possible without an aerodrome operations oCicer. 

• Runway lighting: 

o Activation by pressing the push-to-talk button evenly 5 times within 7 
seconds. 

o The lighting remains active for 15 minutes. 

Each additional activation restarts the timer. 

• Note: 
This procedure is currently being tested. NVFR flights remain PPR only. 

O – Local Knowledge 

• Local knowledge is recommended; proof is not required. 

P – Runway, Parking & Parking Fees 

• Runway use shall be coordinated with other aircraft. 

• Aircraft on the ground shall adapt to air traCic as far as possible. 

• Parking is permitted only in designated areas behind the red line. 

• Parking fees are specified in the fee schedule on our website and are also 
displayed in the FOB box. 

R – Rescue 

• In an emergency, call 112. 

mailto:tower@edwq.de


S – Training Operations & Gliding 

• Training operations are also possible without an aerodrome operations oCicer. 
The flight instructor must be familiar with the procedures. 

• Visiting training flights conducting touch-and-go operations shall be reported by 
email to tower@edwq.de. 

• Gliding is permitted with PPR but requires close coordination with other aircraft. 

T – Refuelling 

• Only possible with a fuel card. Fuel cards can be requested by email at 
tower@edwq.de. 

• Visiting pilots can request fuel by email with prior notification (at least 24 hours). 

U – Environment 

• Operational restrictions (e.g. quiet periods) continue to apply. See AIP. 

V – Apron & Conduct 

• Taxiing on the apron shall be kept to a minimum. 

• Conduct in accordance with the Airport Courtesy Rules: 

o Be prepared 

o Be aware of your surroundings 

o Do not act selfishly 

W – Weather & Wildlife 

• No aerodrome weather information is provided. 
A complete self-briefing is mandatory. 

• Watch for wildlife (deer, flocks of birds) during the approach. If in doubt, first 
overfly the aerodrome at a safe altitude and check the runway condition. 

Z – Access & Responsibilities 

• Access is via the aerodrome barrier system. Please take responsibility for your 
own safety. 

• Responsibilities: Contact via tower@edwq.de – response generally within 24 
hours. 
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